= qe ae NOVEMBER 14, 1961 


PUBLISHED IN TWo PARTS 


basse I | 

peas ee | 

| Sia! | fe | 

pokes | me « : | fe | 

s Se 4 1 S | | | 

Qa yey : | f | ae | = | | F i | 

a | | 4 \ i | \ | i - | 

a Se Boe Y f 1 | ' L L 
m= * - 


Ee nas : : Page 10 


Sy 

During Advent 
prepare your home 
for Christmas — 


spiritually 


With beautiful, symbolic With Advent 


| Advent decorations devotions and reading 
| a ADVENT WREATH FIXTURES, each with A BOOK OF ADVENT, by Victor Beck ¢ 
4 candle sockets, may be used alone or Paul Lindberg, will help your family 
with greens. Green enameled wire, 14-in. serve a rich, rewarding Advent. 
diameter. $ .90. Polished brass finish, festive, fact-filled volume explains 3 
12-in. diameter. $2.70. Extra candles, symbols, suggests ways of worship, 
purple, $ .35 per pair, net. tains songs, and provides daily devoti 
throughout Advent. $2.75 


& We: : 
a} Make an Advent wreath quickly and easily 
: with the ADVENT WREATH CANDLE KIT, 
containing 3 purple candles, a rose can- 
dle, 4 white candles, 5 yards purple rib- 
| bon, 2 lighting sticks, 8 paper drip pro- 
| tectors, and an instruction sheet. With the 
prayer leaflet included, you will be able 
to teach your family the meaning and 
ceremony of the Advent wreath. $1.80 


FG SM ILTSTRULD POON ES THEN 


Your family will love CANDLE, STAR / 
CHRISTMAS TREE, by Charles Allen 
Charles Wallis, for it tells how our Ch 
mas customs began and what they m 
Symbo!s discussed include wreaths, « 
dles, poinsettias, Christmas trees, 

Santa Claus. Stiff board cover. $1.0€ 


Concordia Publishing House, 3558 South Jefferson Ave. 
St. Louis 18, Mo. 


Please send me: 


No. 45W1152, ADVENT WREATH CANDLE KIT, 
$1.80 
No. 45W1153, ADVENT WREATH FIXTURES, 
Green enameled wire, @ $ .90 
No. 45W1151, ADVENT WREATH FIXTURES, 
Polished brass finish, @ $2.70 
No. 45W1269, EXTRA CANDLES, 
@ $ .35 per pair, net. 
No. 45W1121, ADVENT WREATH AND CHRISTMAS 
DECORATION, @ $2.50 
~ ———— No. 50W5500, THE MYSTERY OF CHRISTMAS, 1—3 
calendars, @ $1.00 each postpaid. 
4 or more, @ $ .75 each, pos paid. 
No. 17W2639, A ROOK OF ADVENT, by Beck and 
‘ Lindberg, @ $2.75 
—— No. 17W2625, CANDLE, STAR AND CHRISTMAS TREE, 
: by Allen and Wallis, @ $1.00 


TENG OS Opie Bill me 
(To cover part’al cost of shipping and postage — on all CASH 
ORDERS — please add 5 cents for each do'lar of your total 
- purchase, except for THE MYSTERY OF CHRISTMAS, which is 
postpaid. Actual transportation costs will be billed on all 
CHARGE ORDERS.) 


An old favorite once again available, 
THE MYSTERY OF CHRISTMAS is a fasci- 
nating children’s Christmas calendar. For 
each day between Advent and Epiphany, 
AO little doors open to reveal a full-color 
scene telling the Christmas story. The 
calendar explanation sheet will show you 
how to use the calendar, and the Bible 
references will suggest a basis for family 
devotions. Size, 10X12 inches. 1—3 
calendars, $1.00 each, postpaid. 4 or 
more, $ .75 each, postpaid. 


Imported from Germany, this dainty plastic 
ADVENT WREATH AND CHRISTMAS DEC- 
ORATION features four 21-inch candles 
and four 2-inch angels mounted on a red 


a scalloped base. Base is 6 inches in di- 
ameter. $2.50 

Address 

City Zone —___ State = 


Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Lutheran Witness 


PART ONE 


ume 80 Number 23 
November 14, 1961 


Lorenz F. Blankenbuehler 
Editor Emeritus 


Martin W. Mueller, Editor 
Ibert W. Galen, Editorial Assistant 


CONTRIBUTORS 


. Baerwald, C. A. Behnke, L. F. Brose 
Coates, W. J. Danker, A. U. Deye, 
IT. Eggers, C. A. Gieseler, E. H. Hein- 
_C. C. Janzow, A. F. Katt, E. A. Kett- 
Lucille Klaas, A. P. Klausler, E. F. 
» E. F. Kraemer, A. R. Kretzmann, 
s; Manz, R. K. Menzel, G. W. Mun- 
er, R. F. Norden, R. D. Preus, J. M. 
Be, O. C. Rupprecht, A. v. R. Sauer, 
. Schumann, P. M. Simon, O. E. Sohn, 
V. Spitz, M. J. Steege, Theodore Stolp, 
r Stuenkel, N. L. Temme, H. F. War- 
, A. F. Wedel, Ruth Zuelsdorf. 


EDITORIAL BOARD 


iam F. Baehr, George J. Beto, Harry 
Dankworth, Vernon H. Koehler (secre- 
), Carl T. Koester, Louis P. Lochner, 
in L. Lueker, William E. Wessler, Ro- 
P. Wiederaenders (chairman). 


ial organ of The Lutheran Church — 
ouri Synod. Published biweekly by Con- 
ia Publishing House, O. A. Dorn, 
eral Manager, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., 
ouis 18, Mo. Subscription: $1.75 a year. 
md-class postage paid at St. Louis, Mo. 
rch news, photos, notices, obituaries, 
general correspondence should be ad- 
sed to the WITNEss Editorial Office, 3558 
efferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo. The 
NESS cannot guarantee the return of 
licited materials. 


ors and teachers should report new ad- 
ses to the Statistical Bureau, Lutheran 
ding, 210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


et subscription orders and other busi- 
“matters to your local church agent, 
will channel them to your District 
1ess business office. Changes of address 
nonorder mail concerning your sub- 
tion may be sent to the publisher. Send 
encil impression of your old address 
) a recent issue as well as your new 
ess. Allow at least six weeks to process 
adjustment. Send to: Subscription 
artment, Concordia Publishing House, 
3S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo. 


IN THIS ISSUE 


Honor Them Best 4 
'y Paul L. Dannenfeldt 

ort Wayne, Ind. 

nksgiving Quest 6 
'y Omar Stuenkel 

lenver, Colo. 

vy Lutheraner Editor Walther 
Greeted the WITNESS 8 
ranslated from the German 

by Lorenz F. Blankenbuehler 


Poor Shall Never Cease 10 
at’s the Answer? 14 
Salzburgers in Georgia {ss 
y John M. Runge 
t. Louis, Mo. 
vS 16 
es and Quotes 19 
ths 21 
ices 22 
ers 23 


oto Credits: 6, 7 — Courtesy, National 
ture Society 


EMBER 14, 1961 


EDITORIAL 
“Please Cancel...” 


If it revolts you to see whites and Negroes pictured together, 
you'll just have to send in your cancellation notice as you say, sir. 
For there will be more pictures of whites and Negroes. It’s un- 
avoidable. It’s life. 


What's more, the WITNEss will not be bought off, intimidated, 
or cajoled. Nor will it duck its head when tough issues call for 
clear and forthright witness to the truth. 


As for such “ugly” facts as illiteracy and illegitimacy, their 
very ugliness is the reason Christians must take a positive, long- 
range view of race relations and work hard for the uplift, the 
now-and-hereafter welfare of every fellow man. If Christ’s people 
do not show love and compassion for the underprivileged and the 
wayward, who on earth will? 


When some men are saying that “God is dead” and that Chris- 
tianity is on the way out, it is imperative for those who bear 
Christ’s name to examine their fundamental attitudes. Is our re- 
ligion merely a Sunday quest for peace and comfort, or is it a 
force in our lives that drives us to do God’s will? Are we coming 
to church simply to hear the Word, or do we “keep” it — take it 
out into this peopled world and live it? Are we just going through 
the motions of religion, or do we mean business with it? 


We better mean business and strain every spiritual fiber to “redeem 
the time.” Once it may have been possible to read with detached 
or remote concern St. Peter’s description of the “Day of the Lord 

. in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and 
the works that are therein shall be burned up.” This word of the 
living God is acutely relevant to an age that speaks of “anti- 
population bombs” delivering the equivalent of from 50 to 100 
million tons of TNT and “massive retaliation.” 


Multimegaton nuclear weapons leave little margin for survival. 
Firestorms they set off consume oxygen, and without oxygen the 
most luxurious fallout shelters may become suffocation chambers. 
Life after an all-out nuclear attack, for survivors, will belong to 
those who can walk across untold miles of a scorched and clotted 
earth until — barring poisoned rain — they find uncontaminated 
air, water, food. ... We might as well face some facts of life 


and death. 


But why lean on the panic button? Because the message isn’t 
getting through: It’s a matter of advancing the kingdom of Christ 
everywhere on earth, or it may well be a matter of crawling into 
the nearest hole to die! 

At this hour of history Christians should be on their knees, 
thanking God for His salvation and the hope of life forever, then 
up on their feet, toiling day and night for the Gospel’s spread. 
Yet some WITNESS readers can work up frothy negative reactions 
to the sight of white children of God pictured together with Negro 
children of God! 

God’s world and His church need more people who will 
channel energies dissipated on negative, destructive concerns into 
positive directions set by the love of Christ. 
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We Honor Them 


when we 
perpetuate 
the ideals 


by which freedom lives 


N VETERANS DAY WE LOOK . BACK 

in spirit to our more recent conflicts 
and: wars. We recall long days and 
nights when history roared on many 
fronts, when tragedy blanketed the 
earth, when anxiety, like muffled 
drums, beat against the heart of hu- 
manity. 

We shall never forget the volume 
of work turned out on our production 
lines, the splendid generalship which 
led us to victory, the men and women 
in our Armed Forces — their devo- 
tion to duty, their valor in danger, 
their courage in battle. 


* SAD MEMORIES * 

And we shall always remember 
those who in line of duty — on land, 
on and under the sea, in the air, far 
from home, yet for the security of 
our homes — gave their all, their 
lives. We stand subdued before such 
sacrifices. 

On this occasion, too, we remem- 
ber especially fellow Lutherans cut 
down in the vigor of their youth. We 
pay tribute to them and to all those 
who offered them up on our nation’s 
altar. 

_ After the morning of tempest we 
expected to see them back — honor- 
ably discharged, with bounding step, 
with weathered cheek and flashing 
eye. 

But there they lie amid fallen com- 
rades in a field of white crosses, row 
upon row. Over them waves the red, 
white, and blue flag of our nation. 
These colors spell “Well done!” 


4 


* COMFORT AND PEACE * 

As we reflect upon these things, 
a passage from God’s Word flashes 
into our minds: “The righteous shall 
be in everlasting remembrance” 
(Psalm 112:6). We remember a 
loved one who died in defense of his 
country, one who through the Holy 
Scriptures was made “wise unto sal- 
vation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus.” 

In the Savior’s name he was bap- 
tized. To the Savior he vowed his 
loyalty. As a believer in Jesus he put 
on the garment of righteousness 
which our Lord had purchased and 
won for him. Arrayed in that robe 
of righteousness, he died. 

And now he holds in his hands the 
palms which signal victory. Upon 
his head rests the crown of life. This 
is our hope and our confidence, our 
comfort and our peace. 

Our plans and dreams for his 
earthly career collapsed. But God’s 
wise counsels for his eternal well- 
being have been accomplished. 


* SIDE BY SIDE * 

On Veterans Day we also honor 
the living men and women who served 
with our Armed Forces in time of 
war. As Americans we honor them 
most fittingly when side by side with 
them we uphold and further the 
American ideals, institutions, and 
freedoms for which they fought. 

They learned to give themselves to 
great tasks, and they know that team- 
work counts. Now all of us together 
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Wreath-laying ceremony af tomb of the Ui 
Soldier, Arlington National Cemetery. With t 
L. Dannenfeldt (right), chairman of Synod’s| 
Services Commission, is Dr. P. O. Bersell, cH 
of the National Lutheran Council's Bureau of | 
to Military Personnel. | 
must set our faces like flint agains 
every bitter foe of our cherished dem 
ocratic principles. 

One of the first principles of ou 
democratic creed is that the majest 
and the sanctity of the law must b 
respected. Insurrections, race riots 
and all acts of lawlessness by irre 
sponsible persons, by self-intereste 
business corporations, by self-seekin 
labor unions, or by racial groups ar 
a blot on the fair name of America 
Anyone who participates in such act 
of lawlessness not only tramples o 
the rights of others and heaps dis 
grace upon our nation’s name; he als 
defies the Most High, who command 
us: “Be subject to every ordinance 0 
man for the Lord’s sake.” 

Veterans pledged their lives in th 
name of freedom for all. We hono 
them best when together with ther 
we perpetuate the ideals by whic 
freedom lives. 


* VETERANS OF TOMORROW * 

During World War II many servic 
members of our Synod went into fa 
corners of the earth, where they sai 
the church in action. They also sa\ 
what the power of the Gospel accom 
plished in their buddies. And the 
themselves experienced the comfot 
and peace which the Gospel alon 
can give. 

Veterans and nonveterans, togethe 
we must continue to bring the Gospe 
with its message of saving grace i 
Christ to those in the Armed Force 
— to the veterans of tomorrow. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE! 
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* CHAPLAINS NEEDED * 


Our church now has 25,000 men 
d women in the military services. 
hen the revised authorized military 
ength reaches 2,735,000, there will 
about 28,000. 

Through our devoted chaplains we 
ing to these souls, every one pre- 
gus in the Lord’s sight, a spirit- 
1 ministry. Ninety-seven Missouri 
nod chaplains are on active duty 
th the Army, Navy, and Air Force. 
is number is pitifully small for 
‘ving military units scattered all 
er our nation and in 69 foreign 
untries. 


To meet the new emergencies, 
e Army is asking Synod for 25 
wre chaplains. In view of the 
minent buildup of the reserve 
rces and the increase in the ac- 
e duty forces we encourage pas- 
-s under 33 who can pass a physi- 
| examination seriously to con- 
ler seeking a reserve commission 
d ministering to a reserve unit. 


* CONTACT PASTORS * 


Ably assisting our chaplains are 
wre than 500 Missouri Synod con- 
t pastors. These minister volun- 
ily and part time to servicemen and 
men from nearby bases. Only 
mity will reveal the accomplish- 
nts of these selfless workers. 
Moreover, the National Lutheran 
uncil and the Missouri Synod co- 
srate in maintaining Lutheran serv- 
centers — places something like 
O’s — under the direction of Lu- 
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theran pastors or lay workers. These 
“homes away from home” are main- 
tained particularly to help a service- 
man when he is off duty and away 
from his military base. 

The overseas centers are located in 
Germany, Japan, Okinawa, the Phil- 
ippines, and in Seoul, Korea. They 
are a godsend. They provide places 
where a man can go — and “go 
straight.” 


* IMPORTANT ITEM * 


One reason why the Chiefs of 
Chaplains have cited our church as 
doing an outstanding job is this: 
Synod’s Armed Services Commission 
receives the names and addresses of 
service personnel from home con- 
gregations and forwards the informa- 
tion directly to the nearest chaplain 
or civilian contact pastor. He in turn 
gets in touch with the individual — 
either personally or by mail — in- 
forming him where divine services are 
held, cordially inviting him, and in 
general offering him pastoral services. 

For this reason it is of utmost im- 
portance that the addresses on the 
Commission’s file are kept current. 
Unless we have a serviceman’s correct 
address on file, the Commission can- 
not help him. 

Moreover, every man or woman on 
file receives copies of Pertals of 
Prayer; Double-Time magazine; tracts 
written specifically for those in the 
Armed Forces; the names and loca- 
tions of Synod’s chaplains and service 
and contact pastors; and the monthly 
magazine Loyalty — Christ and 
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Country, with its short order of serv- 
ice and a sermon. 

Loyalty is used not only by indi- 
viduals but also by groups on board 
small ships, in barracks, and at ““hush- 
hush” outposts. Some of its most 
grateful users are U.S. civilian men, 
women, and children of our church 
stationed in foreign lands. 

Giving thanks for this phase of 
Synod’s Armed Services Commission 
ministry, a sailor wrote, in one of 
the hundreds of fan letters received 
in our Washington office each month: 
“I especially appreciated the copies of 
Loyalty — Christ and Country and 
Portals of Prayer during the many 
times I was at sea and unable to at- 
tend regular services. They were also 
very useful as aids when I served as 
lay leader aboard my last ship.” 

“And I was pleased to see,” he 
added, “during my three years in the 
Navy the good work that is being 
done through our Lutheran service 
centers all over the world.” 


* HOSPITALIZED VETERANS * 


On Veterans Day we also ask that 
you remember particularly the thou- 
sands of men and women occupying 
beds in 176 Veterans Administration 
Hospitals and facilities throughout 
our land. Each VA hospital is served 
by a full-time Missouri Synod VA 
chaplain, full-time hospital pastor, or 
volunteer hospital pastor. 

Our country’s hospitalized veterans 
are not “forgotten men” to your 
church’s Armed Services Commission. 
We hope you will not forget them. 


In the world’s 
richest country 
thanksgiving 
Should not 

be difficult 


Sentimental Absurdity? 


We could quote David some of the 
proclamations of our great Presidents. 
George Washington in 1789 said: 
“Whereas it is the duty of all nations 
to acknowledge the providence of Al- 
mighty God, to obey His will, to be 
grateful for His benefits, and humbly 
to implore His protection and fa- 
VORGas | 

Unfortunately it 
is only too evi- 


ashington’s state- 
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Quest 


BY OMAR STUENKEL 


AT THE ‘THANKSGIVING 
TABLE little David looked up from 
turkey and cranberries during a lull 
in the festive merriment and asked, 
“Mom, why do we always have turkey 
on Thanksgiving?” 

He wasn’t complaining, you under- 
stand, just wondering. David likes 
turkey. He likes cranberries — a lit- 
tle, and he likes pumpkin pie, espe- 
cially the cream. He likes all the 
company and merriment, too. But 
he needs answers. What is it all 
about? 


ment concerning “the 
duty of all nations.” Nikita 
Khrushchev used the astounding ex- 
plorations of his astronauts as a basis 
for asserting recently that they found 
no heaven of light above but rather 
blackness. In this way he was scoffing 
at Christian convictions. 

We face the startling fact in our 
day that there are nations which in 
principle and in practice deny the 
very existence of God. There have 
always been and still are many na- 
tions where most people worship false 
gods but still recognize deity. Our 
times are witnessing the rise of power- 
ful nations whose basis for action is 
that there is no deity. 

In their ideology, man must and 
can determine his own destiny and 
discover his own means. For them 
our Thanksgiving Day is a sentimen- 
tal absurdity, a device for an inex- 
cusable holiday. 

Abraham Lincoln’s proclamation in 
1864 is equally as pertinent and rev- 


api 
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erent as that of Washington: ~. . 
and I do further recommend to m 
fellow citizens aforesaid that on tha 
occasion they do reverently humbl 
themselves in the dust and fron 
thence offer up penitent and ferve 
prayers and supplications to the Gre 
Disposer of Events for a return of th 
inestimable blessings of peace, unig 
and harmony... .” 

But also this Thanksgiving procl 
mation does not answer David’s origi 
nal question: Why turkey? 


Always Thursday 


No doubt the origins of pee 
ing Day have something to do withi 
David. When our country was fir 
being inhabited by people from othe: 
Jands, the Puritan settlers of Nev 
England as early as 1621 gave thank 
by having a huge feast. Since the wil 
turkey is a native American bird an 
since domestic turkey provides mucl 
and varied meat, turkey has becom 
a symbol of Thanksgiving Day. 

What a weakening of the real inten 
of the day when it is referred to a 
Turkey Day rather than Thanksgiv 
ing! How strange also when the on 
day set aside by Government actio: 
for thanking God is so filled witl 
feasting, football games, and merri 
ment that divine services are crowde 
to the preceding evening! 

David might have asked also 
“Why is Thanksgiving Day alway 
on a Thursday?” For even in th 
years when changes in the week ¢ 
its occurrence were not only contem 
plated but actually made, Thanksgin 
ing still remained on a Thursday. 

Strangely enough there seems to b 
no specific reason why this is the cas¢ 
Yet it has been the universal practic 
of our Presidents and Congresses 1 
every year that Thanksgiving has bee 
proclaimed, with the single exceptio 
of the year 1778, to designate 
Thursday. In that year a Wednesda 
was chosen. 


Day of Supermarket 


Our Thanksgiving quest ought 1 
go beyond the establishing of histor 
or traditional reasons for its custon 
and continuance. We need to u 
Thanksgiving to examine our own fr 
lationship to God. The theme of tl 
day is giving thanks to God. 


“American Turkey,’’ limestone relief by Wheeler W 
liams. Rear view of ‘The Settling of the Seaboar 


in the Samuel Memorial, Fairmount Park, Philadelphi 
, 


The early pioneers whose harvests 
d turned out well were naturally 
lined to be joyful. Perhaps they 
re also impressed with the need 
- gratitude because so many appar- 
tL dangers in natural surroundings 
eatened them. In our day our de- 
ndence on God is not so evident to 
-ryone — especially when we read 
it attempts will be made not only 
know about the imminence of dev- 
ating hurricanes, such as Carla, but 
o to minimize and eventually con- 
1 them. 

Those who shot wild turkey or 
er for their Thanksgiving meal or 
led one of their domestic geese or 
cks or gathered cranberries in the 
sty bogs had evidence before them 
the recognizable bounty of God. 
cognition of this unchanged fact of 
> JS not so direct in the day of the 
permarket and the paycheck. 


triotic and Religious 


Our fathers, too, confronted the 
estion: What does Thanksgiving 
ly mean in a bad year? Lincoln 
led a war-torn nation to penitence 
d prayer. Poets, hymn writers, dis- 
rning mothers have all pointed out 
it life and hope are reason for grat- 
de, that blessings do not always 
me in large packages, that God 
mself is sufficient cause for unlim- 
d thanksgiving. 

Pastors annually remind their hear- 
; on this day that he who has the 
‘giveness of sins through Christ and 
> hope of heaven always has reason 
- thanksgiving because it is worked 
ym. within by the Spirit. 

The question of separation of 
urch and state receives a unique 
erpretation for Thanksgiving Day. 
r_the holiday exists as a day of 
inksgiving to Almighty God by 
vernmental proclamation. It is 
th patriotic and religious. 

No specific manner of worship or 
oritism to any sect or denomina- 
n is involved in the proclamation, 
the day is certainly not inconsistent 
h the principle. It is a unique hol- 
ry though, since it does encourage 
eligious observance by governmen- 
direction. 

This factor caused Thomas Jeffer- 
1 so much concern that he would 
t follow Washington’s example of 
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proclaiming a national day of thanks- 
giving. President Madison resumed 
the custom, but after him no other 
President did until Lincoln, 47 years 
later. From 1815 to 1862 there was 
no national Thanksgiving Day. 


Stirring Hymns 


The essence of Thanksgiving Day 
is well expressed in Henry Harbaugh’s 
1860 hymn, “Christ, by Heavenly 
Hosts Adored,” Henry Alford’s 1844 
“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come,” 
and Francis Scott Key’s 1832 “Before 
the Lord We Bow.” Interestingly, 
these stirring hymns were written in 
years when we had no _ national 
Thanksgiving Day. 

An older hymn, written in German 
by Benjamin Schmolck in 1720 and 
later translated by Henry W. Baker, 
pictures the Christian reaction to 
“Though He send, for plenty, want, 
Though the harvest store be scant.” 
That reaction is expressed in the 
opening refrain, “What our Father 
does is well.” 

All four of these hymns are found 
in the “Harvest and Thanksgiving” 
section of The Lutheran Hymnal. 
Several of the authors have succeeded 
admirably in combining the patriotic 
and religious themes necessary for the 
spirit of Thanksgiving Day. 


Verdict of God 


In the world’s richest country 
thanksgiving should not be difficult. 
The verdict of God upon His people 
through Hosea in days of outward 
prosperity should be a warning to us. 
The words of Hosea (8:14) sound 
with startling appropriateness for our 
time: “For Israel hath forgotten his 
Maker and buildeth temples, and 
Judah hath multiplied fenced cities, 
but I will send a fire upon his cities, 
and it shall devour the palaces 
thereof.” 

As a nation and as individuals we 
need to consider the ancient warning: 
“Thou shalt remember the Lord, thy 
God. For it is He that giveth thee 
power to get wealth that He may es- 
tablish His covenant which He sware 
unto thy fathers, as it is this day. 
And it shall be, if thou do at all for- 
get the Lord, thy God, and walk after 
other gods and serve them and wor- 
ship them, I testify against you this 
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Sixty-third medallic sculpture issue of the 
Society of Medalists, by Adolph Block. 


day that ye shall surely perish. As the 
nations which the Lord destroyeth be- 
fore your face, so shall ye perish be- 
cause ye would not be obedient unto 
the voice of the Lord, your God.” 
(Deuteronomy 8:18-22) 


Why Save Life? 


There is much more hope and 
promise in a right relationship to God 
than there is in fallout shelters, nu- 
clear explosions, or explorations in 
outer space. Why save life if the only 
positive element for human worth and 
status before God is neglected? 

We must take the name of Jesus 
with us in our daily life, our business 
relations, and our domestic and na- 
tional life. We must also realize that 
unless His sacred name carries its sig- 
nificance for us into fallout shelters, 
is made relevant to nuclear explo- 
sions, and remains pertinent in space 
explorations, life will not be worth 
saving. 

Thanksgiving Day must renew and 
refresh in us a spirit of humility and 
gratitude. Thanksgiving Day is a 
pleasant acknowledgment of recogniz- 
able blessings, but God’s proclama- 
tions of mercy, justice, uprightness, 
and repentance must be echoed in life 
as well as in the words of our leaders. 

The blessings allowed by our age 
of unbelievable scientific discoveries 
in many fields must be accompanied 
by a spiritual quest of equal fervor 
and enthusiasm. 

Little David might well ask one 
more question: “Mom, why is it 
called Thanksgiving Day?” 
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“A New English 
Lutheran Family Paper” 


“We have just received the first 
number of such a paper, which is en- 
titled ‘The Lutheran Witness.’ It is 
to serve the interests of the General 
Synod of Missouri and its friends and 
is edited by the Rev. C. A. Frank of 
Zanesville, Ohio, under the auspices 
of the Cleveland District Conference. 
We can hardly describe how joyfully 
we have been surprised by the ap- 
pearance of this publication. It is 
true, some time ago a rumor had al- 
ready reached our ears that such an 
English paper was being contem- 
plated. However, since we heard 
nothing further about the project, we 
already feared that the plan had been 
given up because of opposing difficul- 
ties, as the number of English con- 
gregations in our circle is so small. 
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he first issue of the LUTHERAN WITNESS appeared May 21, 1882. 


The June 1, 1882 (p. 84), issue of the Lutheraner, the oficial Ger- 
man organ of the Missouri Synod, then edited (since 1844) by Dr. 
C. F. W. Walther, greeted its English companion with the following 


comments: 


But to our great joy we have been 
undeceived by the receipt of the first 
number, which is excellent... . 


“It is true that for the most part 
a pleasant rain falls gently upon the 
readers who seek edification; how- 
ever, already in the distant dark 
clouds there are lightning flashes, 
which are not exactly edifying to the 
foes of the truth but are full of prom- 
ise for this periodical. 


“Go to, then, my dear friends, you 
who understand English: order this 
fine paper at once. You will certainly 
get more in return than you pay out. 
It would indeed be a great shame for 
us Lutherans to let the paper greet 
us in vain.” 

In the very next number of the Lu- 
theraner (June 15) Walther comments 
prominently on the second issue of the 
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WITNESS, quoting Editor Frank to # 
effect that contributions, subscription 
and encouraging letters insure the co 
tinued existence of the paper. Th 


Editor Walther adds: 


“Indeed, we had not for a mome 
doubted the future existence of f 
paper. We also believed that it wou 
in time gain a larger readership [he 
amazed he would be at the prese 
number of subscribers: 550,00( 
especially since it owed its origin n 
to an itch to write nor to greed b 
solely to its duty to have at heart t 
interest of the slandered truth.” 


Walther again voices his joy tt 
the future publication of the paper 
assured and urges all who understa 
English to make use of the opportun 
offered them by the paper to be ¥ 
nesses to the Lutheran truth. 


THE LUTHERAN WITN 


Written by Dr. C. F. W. Walther March 16, 1860, in the Gulf of Mexico near 
Key West, Fla., aboard the Oder en route to Europe for his health. Translated 


by 88-year-old Rev. W. M. Czamanske, Watertown, Wis., pioneer English 
preacher and poet. 


sus, when a storm was raging, 

lou didst hear Thy servants cry; 

sar me also, poor and helpless, 

ace in time of need supply! 

Master, save us, lest we perish!” 

as their earnest, anxious plea, 

1d Thy hand was raised to save them 
om the perils of the sea. 


ue, Thou didst rebuke their weakness 
ad their lack of faith in Thee; 

1¢ storm robbed them of their courage 
id their former constancy. 

st the reed must not be broken 

or the smoking flax put out, 

st their faith die altogether 

nd their hope turn into doubt. 


yaring winds and stormy weather 
2ard Thee saying, “Peace! Be still!” 
nd at once the angry billows 

ere obedient to Thy will. 

inds that threatened now subsided; 
ormy clouds made haste to flee, 
irroring the peace of heaven 

the calm and quiet sea. 


1y disciples bowed before Thee, 
ondering with holy awe, 

nd their faith in Thee was strengthened 
7 the things they heard and saw, 


esting Your Religious Vocabulary 


Herald 


(A) attendant 
(B) hero 


(C) announcer 


Advent 4. 


(A) preparation 
(B) coming 
(C) announcing 
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Asking, “Who is this that orders 
Storm and tempest to subside? 

Can He be the Christ who chose us 
And has been our constant Guide?” 


Yes, ’tis He in whom I trusted 
Ever since my early youth, 

When the Holy Spirit led me 

To believe the saving truth — 
That the Christ is my Redeemer, 
God’s dear Son, who died for me, 
Lord of lords, who reigns forever 
In His royal majesty. 


To this faith I cling unswerving, 

Even in the hour of woe, 

Though all things be rent asunder, 
Tossed like flotsam to and fro; 
Though my sails be torn and tattered 
And my masts be swept away, 

Thou alone art still my Refuge 

And my Help from day to day. 


Should the stormy waves engulf me 
And my course of life be run, 

Be it so, dear Lord and Savior, 

Let Thy will, not mine, be done. 
Only with Thee life has meaning, 
With Thee even death is gain, 

And with Thee in heawnly glory 
All Thy faithful people reign. 


BY RICHARD J, SCHOLZ 


Following are words used in religious discussions, articles, and sermons. 
Check the definition which you think comes closest in meaning to the key word. 
A score of four correct answers is average; five, good; six, excellent. 


3. Hosanna 


(A) ‘‘Praise the Lord!’’ 
(B) ‘Save, we pray!” 
(C) ‘Hail to our God!" 


Mortify 


(A) put to death 
(B) suffer pain 
(C) feel ashamed 
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5. Colloquy 
(A) speech 
(B) conference 
(C) examination 


6. Annunciation 


(A) appearance 
(B) announcement 
(C) denial 


. .. and we are 


none the poorer 


e€ 


for aiding them 


10 


Neither the example of God’s goodness to mankin 
nor His royal law that men should love one another has wipe 
out poverty. 

More than half of earth’s nearly three billion inhab 
tants are undernourished. More than a fourth live on the ri 
of starvation. Only another scant fourth — we are among the: 
— have an abundance to eat and are adequately clothed ar 
housed. 

Wars have opened additional pools of misery - 
men, women, and children uprooted from their homes. 

Periodically, too, the fury of the elements and earth 


failure to yield her fruits heap misery upon misery. 


(554) THE LUTHERAN WITNI 


Only a Dent 


To those of us blessed with an abundance of good 
ngs such misery is opportunity to prove that we who enjoy 
‘riches of God’s love can love in turn. 

‘We know that the Scriptures say: ‘‘The poor shall 
ver cease out of the land’’ (Deuteronomy 15:11). We know, 
», that no matter how self-sacrificing we become, we can only 
t a dent in the scourge of poverty. 

Nevertheless God Himself and the hungry, the naked, 
> forsaken, and the sick look to us for compassion. It would 

utterly inconsistent if we who profess to love people and 
ry in the fact that our sins have been washed in the blood 
the Lamb were to ignore the human suffering which the 


ght of sin has left upon our earth. 


Arm of Compassion 


In Synod’s Board of World Relief we have an arm 
compassion which reaches to the ends of the earth. 

Through this Board we can, for instance, meet emer- 
ncies head-on, carry out sustained programs of relief any- 
ere, and strengthen the hands of our missionaries. 

Last year alone your Board delivered 32,794,409 
unds of food, clothing, medicines, vitamins, etc., to the needy 
19 countries. Incidentally, we are none the poorer for it. 

The value of these shipments came to $3,849,039. 
hough the cost to us was only $316,739.60 because the Gov- 
yment once again placed at our disposa! immense quantities 


foodstuffs from its surplus stocks. 


TAIWAN 
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_.. and we are 


none the poorer 


for aiding them 


iu 


This evidence of compassion for the poor touche 


the lives of many tens of thousands in South Korea, Taiwar 


Hong Kong, India, Palestine, North Africa, Jugoslavia, Austric 
West Germany, East Germany, Poland, Hungary, Czechoslova 


“ 


kia, Latvia, Estonia, Chile, Bolivia, and Brazil. 


In Miami your Board makes possible the operatio’ 
of a Lutheran refugee relief center. The Florida-Georgia Distric 


/ 


provides the personnel and supervision. 


Jay 


Hurricane Carla, too, has put a heavy drain on cloth 
ing stocks in our San Antonio warehouse. } 
We never know where our next call for help ma 
come from, but more than once preparedness has enabled Lu 
theran Christians to reach disaster areas with substantial hel 


in record time. 


Last June your Board’s Executive Director, Re\ 
Werner Kuntz, and Bernard Confer, Executive Secretary of Lu 
theran World Relief, were commissioned by Lutheran Worl 
Relief to explore conditions in South America. i 

They surveyed specific needs in Chile, where th 
mammoth task of recovery from last year’s earthquake is sti 
under way; in Bolivia, where a small devoted band of Lutheran 
have been Samaritans to the unfortunates (children and adult: 
in 44 public institutions; and in Brazil, where six northeaster 
states have been hit repeatedly by drought. 

In the cities of Brazil, they noted, a disproportional 
number of people (up to 40 per cent) lead a miserable existaae 
in “favelas,”’ slum areas like the shantytowns of Hong Kons 

Conferences with church leaders of Brazil indica’ 
that a Lutheran program of relief will be developed there. — 
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vildren of slum areas in Brazil 


A different girl in her new dress 
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The budget for relief projects for the next 12 months 
has been set at $450,000, most of which the Board hopes to 
receive from congregations, societies, schools, and individuals. 

To enable you to share your abundance with the 
needy, the Board supplies materials which tell the story. Invi- 
tations to order them have been sent to all pastors. 

Likewise, information about the semiannual (fall and 
spring) ingathering of clothing is on file with all pastors. Last 
year members of our Synod provided almost 11/2 million pounds. 

Agreed! We cannot feed all the hungry and clothe 
all the naked and heal all the sick and house all the homeless 
of the world. But we can do what we can. As we do so, we 
not only verify by deed the love we declare in the Gospel, but 
a great river of blessing flows from us into the lives of Christ’s 


lowly brethren — and ours. That is the way God would have it. 


The Board of World Relief 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 
307 West Sixth St. 
Royal Oak, Mich. 


Must an offended and 
grieved Christian forgive 


; and absolve an offender if 


@ he is impenitent? 


A division of this question will help 
to clarify the answer. 

Must an offended and grieved Chris- 
tian forgive an offender if he is impeni- 
tent? The answer is yes. A true child 
of God is always willing to forgive. 
He may harbor no ill will or hatred in 
his heart even against his enemies. 
“Love your enemies,” says Jesus. “Bless 
them that curse you” (Matt. 5:44). 


Such a forgiving spirit should also be 
shown to the offender. Doing so may 
affect him favorably toward reconcilia- 
tion. (Rom. 12:17-21) 

Must a Christian also absolve such 
an impenitent offender? Here the 
answer is no. To tell an impenitent 
sinner that his sin has been forgiven 
by God would only confirm him in his 
impenitence. He cannot be assured of 
God’s forgiveness unless he confesses 
and forsakes his sin (Prov. 28:13). 
Nowhere in Scripture does God indi- 
cate that He forgives sinners who re- 
main impenitent. 


What's the 
ANSWER? | 


Does Rom. 10:14 mean 
that all who have never 


7 heard the Gospel will be 
@ lost? 


This text does not speak directly of 
being saved or lost but merely asks: 
“How shall they believe in Him of 
whom they have not heard?” Certainly 
no one can be expected to know of 
Jesus unless he is told of Him. Born 
in sin (John 3:6), dead in trespasses 
and sins (Eph. 2:1), having their under- 
standing darkened and their hearts 
blinded (Eph. 4:17,18), men cannot 
know Jesus as Savior unless the Gos- 
pel, the power of God unto salvation, 
reaches them. “Neither is there salva- 
tion in any other.” (Acts 4:12) 

The responsibility for bringing the 
Good News to perishing mankind rests 
upon Christians; it is God’s reason for 
keeping them in this world. Christians 
have a mission to fulfill. 

Christ’s words are plain: “He that 
believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 
16:16), as are those of the apostle: 
“As many as have sinned without Law 
shall also perish without Law” (Rom, 
2:12). The horrifying prospect of 
souls perishing in ignorance of their 


14 


Savior has only this mitigating circum- 
stance: The eternal fate of those who 
have not heard will be less severe 
(sukenl 2 Aged SceeM atten Of Tania: 
21-24). The more this realization dis- 
turbs and haunts us, so much the more 
urgently we should devote ourselves to 
spreading abroad the saving Gospel, 
praying God to open hearts to receive 


it to their eternal salvation. 
4 from “one of the least of 
these My brethren” in 
@ = Matt. 25:40 that only the 
good works of believers 
done to fellow believers 
are good in God’s sight? 


Is it correct to conclude 


No. Christians are exhorted to do 
good unto all men (Gal. 6:10), also 
“to them that hate you” (Matt. 5:44); 
they are to feed and give drink to their 
enemies (Rom. 12:20). But nearer to 
God’s children are their brethren in the 
household of faith (Gal. 6:10). God 
will never forget their work and labor 
of love in ministering to His saints 
(Heb. 6:10). According to Matt. 
25:40 Christ regards such deeds of 
love as personal favors and _ services 
done to Him. 
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The emphasis of Jesus lies chiefly on 
the least of His brethren. Men usually 
do not regard works of love done to 
ordinary people as worthy of mention, | 
but Christ regards such works highly. | 
Even a cup of cold water given to one: 
of His little ones “in the name of a dis-| 
ciple” will have its reward. (Matt. | 
10:42) | 

God’s people may rest assured that| 
every good work done in Christ’s name, 
whether to needy brethren or to those) 
outside the fold, is well pleasing in| 
His sight. The thought of being re-| 
warded is not their concern. In grati- 
tude and love for blessings already re- 
ceived, Christians walk in love and) 
abound in good works. (Eph. 2:10; 
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congregations be taught to 


y kneel for prayer and con- 


@ _ fession? 


Should not all Lutheran 


Kneeling is but one of several pos- 
tures used by Christian people in their 
public and private worship, though it 
is perhaps the most effective way of ex- 
pressing repentance and utter helpless- 
ness in coming before our holy and 
sovereign God. 

The important thing in prayer is not 
whether we kneel, sit, stand, or lie 
down, whether we pray with lifted eyes 
or with downcast eyes, or whether the 
prayers be read, spoken, or listened to. 
What matters is that the heart is right 
with God, that the prayer come from a 
penitent and believing heart and is 
directed to the true God in Jesus’ name. 

We note that Jesus in prayer used 
various postures and places. He lifted 
His eyes to heaven (John 11:41; 17:1); 
He knelt (Luke 22:41); in deep distress 
He even cast Himself down with His 
face on the ground (Matt. 26:39). He 
also acknowledges standing as a proper 
posture for prayer (Mark 11:25). The 
Ephesian Christians evidently followed 
the custom of lifting up their hands for 
prayer. (1 Tim. 2:8) 

Plainly, no definite prayer posture 
has been prescribed. Custom and per- 
sonal preference will determine the in- 
dividual’s choice. For the sake of good 
order and uniformity (1 Cor. 14:40) 
each congregation may decide upon the 
form it prefers and ask its members to 
conform, though it will generally look 
to the pastor for counsel and guidance. 

The Lutheran order of worship sug- 
gests kneeling. We do well to employ 
this meaningful custom. 

OTTO E. SOHN 
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EARLY LUTHERANISM IN AMERICA 


The Salzburgers in Georgia 


Nese IN THE TYROLEAN ALPS, 
picturesque Salzburg was the homeland 
of a thrifty and contented people, many 
of them Lutherans. But the reigning 
Roman Catholic archbishop, incensed 
by the continuing spread of the Refor- 
mation, resolved to halt this movement 
in his domain. 

In midwinter 1731 he issued an edict 
ordering all Lutherans from the Aus- 
trian province unless they renounced 
their faith; however, all children under 
14 were to remain. Rather would he 
see thorns and thistles cover the fields, 
the archbishop declared, than to have 
them tilled by heretics. 

The “heretics” met secretly in mar- 
ket villages. They would remain Lu- 
theran, they vowed, steadfast and loyal 
to their confirmation promise, no mat- 
ter what the future might bring. It took 
courage and faith to be a Salzburg 
Lutheran! 

And so it was that Lutheran families 
were torn apart and scattered in other 
countries. In the fields of Salzburg 
there was no sowing and no reaping; 
thorns and thistles witnessed mutety to 
the archbishop’s cruel, tyrannical edict. 


Oglethorpe’s Colony 


Meanwhile, in England the plight of 
the debtor classes was to have a bear- 
ing on the future of some Salzburg 
Lutherans. English law decreed that 
debtors be kept in prison until their 
debt was paid. Deprived of work and 
sarning power, broken in spirit, they 
anguished behind prison walls. Early 
in 1733 James Oglethorpe, a general of 
he army and a kind man withal, had 
founded the colony of Georgia in the 
1ew world. Here English debtors could 
egin a new life. 
~ Touched by the sad fate of the Salz- 
gurgers, Oglethorpe offered them a 
vaven of refuge. Here they also could 
make a new beginning. 

During the summer of 1734, 42 Salz- 
surg families crossed the English Chan- 
vel and took an oath of loyalty as 
3nglish subjects. Soon they were on 
heir way to America with two pastors, 
ohn Martin Bolzius and Israel Chris- 
ian Gronau. 

Arriving in Charleston, S.C., they 
vere welcomed by Oglethorpe. The 
overnor was elated; in these sturdy, 
jod-fearing people he saw a welcome 
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addition to his colony. He conducted 
them to Savannah, and together they 
chose a site 25 miles to the south for 
their new home. 

The site was among gently rolling 
hills and provided a good supply of 
water. The Salzburgers rejoiced: the 
Lord had helped them hitherto, and 
they looked hopefully to the future. 
In grateful recognition of divine help 
they named their new home Ebenezer 
(“the stone of help” — 1 Samuel 7:12). 


Severe Winter 


Their first winter in Georgia was 
severe. Living in hastily erected houses 
that afforded little more than shelter 
from inclement weather, the colonists 
suffered from privation and disease. 
Many fell ill of a fever that sapped 
their strength, and the long trip to 
Savannah over primitive roads made it 
difficult to obtain supplies and medi- 
cines. What had at first appeared to be 
good soil turned out to be swampy 
land, unsuitable’ for cultivation. The 
brook dried up, and there was a lack 
of drinking water. 

When their plight came to Ogle- 
thorpe’s attention, he offered to relo- 
cate the colony. For the colonists this 
meant abandoning buildings and being 
uprooted once more. It was a hard 
choice. But there was no other way to 
meet the driving necessity. Yes, they 
would go, telling themselves that 
eventually all this misery would pass. 

Downstream on the Savannah River, 
on Red Bluff, they found good soil, a 
lake, a brook; there were fish in the 
river and squirrels and wild turkeys in 
the forest. Filled with new hope, the 
Salzburgers established their new 
Ebenezer. Again they built houses, 
planted corn and potatoes. More 
countrymen arrived, bringing money 
and books: Bibles, catechisms, hymnals. 


Life Centered in Church 


On Sundays the congregation as- 
sembled for worship in a little church 
with rude benches for pews. The men 
sat on one side, the women on the 
other, the children in front. In the 
afternoon Pastors Bolzius and Gronau 
reviewed the sermon in questions and 
answers. Every evening after work all 
who could possibly come met for Bible 
study and devotional reading. 
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The whole life of the Salzburgers 
céntered in the church. There was no 
courthouse, and they needed no law- 
yers; the pastors, together with the 


elders, settled all disputes. Whenever 
a new home was established, the young 
couple invited friends and neighbors 
for a housewarming and asked the pas- 
tor to bless their dwelling. 


Never Held Slaves 


Through the years, as more Salz- 
burgers arrived, the settlement spread 
out into a wider area. Churches were 
built among the plantations, Schools 
were opened for the education of chil- 
dren, the pastors themselves giving the 
religious instruction. 

New fields were brought under cul- 
tivation. Where at first all field work 
was done with shovel and hoe, now a 
number of plows had arrived from 
abroad. Night watches were posted to 
prevent bears and other wild animals 
from devastating the crops. In home- 
land tradition herdsmen pastured their 
cows on the bluffs, bringing the animals 
home for the night. The culture of 
silkworms brought added economic 
strength to the colony. 

As one generation followed another, 
the Salzburg Lutherans became firmly 
established in their adopted country. 
Though they lived in the South, where 
slavery prevailed, they themselves never 
held slaves. They took part in the 
struggle for independence, and after 
the Revolutionary War they saw one of 
their own, Peter Trautlein, elected as 
Georgia’s first governor. 

Adversely affected by the ravages of 
war, the Salzburgers eventually lost 
their identity as a church group but 
became a vital part of the South Caro- 
lina and Georgia Lutheran Synods. 


JOHN M. RUNGE 
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IN THE NATION 


Christmas Seals Campaign in 5lst Year; 


Giving Rises from $725 to $498,000 


Seals Provide Funds for Medical Missions, 
Scholarships for Social Welfare Workers 


Over 5,000 Walther League district 
managers, zone and society representa- 
tives have begun work on the 1961 
Wheat Ridge Christmas Seals campaign, 
the 51st consecutive year in which Lu- 
therans will have opportunity to sup- 
port the Wheat Ridge Foundation with 
their gifts of love. 

The first issue of Christmas Seals 
in 1910 pictured a health tent at what 
was then the Evangelical Lutheran Sani- 
tarium of Edgewater, Colo. Gifts that 
year totaled $725.55. 

In 1927 the Walther League for- 
mally took over the sanitarium. Since 
then the president of the Walther 
League has been president of what is 
now the Wheat Ridge Foundation and 
has served as chairman of its board of 
directors. Other foundation directors 
are appointed annually by the Walther 
League executive board. 

Last year Walther Leaguers vol- 
unteered some 75,000 hours in their 
service to the Lord, encouraging mem- 
bers of the church to include the Wheat 
Ridge Seal project in their prayers and 
in their giving. 

The 1961 campaign, like all pre- 
vious campaigns, is built on voluntary 
gifts to the Walther League for Wheat 
Ridge Foundation work. Christmas 
Seals are not sold. They are distributed 
free for use in Christmas mailings as a 
witness of Christian love. 

Lutherans last year responded with 


ON TOUR OF WALTHER SITES durin 
tennial observance some 500 Luther 


gifts totaling $498,050. Walther League 
Seals managers hope this total will in- 
crease in 1961 and pass the one-half 
million-dollar mark. 

The 1961 Christmas Seal carries 
the symbol of the crown and _ the 
manger. The campaign theme is “Gifts 
for the King.” Each sheet of 100 seals 
contains a projection of the world sur- 
rounded with the names of cities and 
countries where Christmas Seal gifts are 
being put to Christian service. 

Since 1955 Christmas Seal gifts 
have supported a worldwide medical 
mission program. Work is now being 
carried on in Ajiro and Chigasaki, 
Japan; Ambur, India; Hong Kong; Ni1- 
geria; and Guatemala. Wheat Ridge 
Seals have provided $674,506 during 
the past five years for these overseas 
medical missions. 

More than 50 young people have 
been able to train for service in Lu- 
theran welfare work through 25 social 
work scholarships made possible by 
Wheat Ridge Seals. Each year 15 
undergraduate scholarships are made 
available to Valparaiso University and 
ten to the University of Chicago Grad- 
uate School. 

Between Nov. 1 and Thanksgiving 
Day members of the Walther League 
will distribute more than a _ million 
letters and one and a quarter million 
sheets of seals. Societies will report 
final returns of gifts in March 1962. 


g& October Reformation-Walther Sesquicen- 
ans of Greater St. Louis visit original Perry 


County log-cabin college which later became the seminary headed by Dr. Walther. 
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IN THE WORLD 


“Never Complained 


Walther’s Last Days | 
Recalled by Pastor 
Who Died Oct. 3 


“I won’t be here to see that,” 8 
year-old Rev. Paul Lehmann told ; 
interviewer who reminded him that | 
just three years the church would o| 
serve the 150th anniversary of Dr. We 
ther’s birth. | 

a Rev. August |] 
Suelflow, direct: 
of Concordia Hi 
torical Institute, r 
cailed the rema) 
when he receive 
word of Past 
Lehmann’s_ dea 
on "Oct. 3; am 
when Walther se 
quicentennial o 
servance pla 
were moving in 
high gear. 

Director Suelflow also remembere 
the tape recording of the 1958 inte 
view with the still sharp-minded vetera 
at his home in Hoyleton, Ill. 

Particular subject of the conyers: 
tion that June afternoon had been tt 
last year of Walther’s life. It was 188 
and the year Paul, a 14-year-old so 
of a Sandy Creek, Mo., pastor, ha 
come to St. Louis to board at the Wa 
ther home . 

It was not uncommon for paren 
to board their children in homes « 
St. Louis relatives and friends so th: 
their youngsters might have the advai 
tage of a Lutheran high school educ; 
tion. At that time St. Louis Lutherai 
operated a two-room high school ft 
boys near downtown Trinity Chure 


Paul Lehmann 


Dunked in Coffee 


Paul Lehmann, who shared a roo! 
at the seminary president’s residenc 
with a Walther grandson, ten-year-0 
Theodore, had vivid recollections of tt 
winter months when Walther, growit 
progressively weaker, was bedfast | 
the room next to his. 

“Walther never complained,” Pa 
tor Lehmann said, “but carried h 
cross as a Christian.” Most unforge 
table in the memory of his great-uncle 
declining days was “his entire d 
meanor, his Christianity.” 

Walther, then 76, could scarce 
eat during these months, since som 
years earlier he had lost all his teet 
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is housekeeper, Katharina Huese- 
ann (Mrs. Walther had died in 1885), 
ad to cook mostly soups and cereals. 
read and other baked goods he always 
inked in coffee. 

Walther’s son Ferdinand, then pas- 
r at Brunswick, Mo,, frequently came 
. care for his father. Because the 
attress used by Walther was a rubber 
fair filled with water, Ferdinand often 
id to change the water, which had to 
> warmed to help retain heat in Wal- 
er’s emaciated frame. 


“Always Studying!” 

Walther had continued his work 
id seminary class lectures in 1886 
ibout till Christmas,” Pastor Lehmann 
membered. 

“Always studying!” he said. “I saw 
tle of him. He would come down to 
it in the morning, always at 7 o’clock, 
Id devotions, and went right back up 
the study. The same at noon and in 
ie evening.” 

Occasionally when a meal was not 
lite ready, Walther would go to the 
uare piano in the parlor and play a 
w tunes. 

The worktable in Walther’s study 
as almost as long as the room and, 
ce the shelves on the wall, always 
aded with books, Pastor Lehmann 
id. Recalling many an errand to the 
ore to buy tobacco, he felt Walther’s 
ng-stemmed pipe must have been as 
sential to the study'as the books. 

Hustling manuscripts over to the 
iblishing House and keeping the yard 
owed and clean were other well- 
membered chores in the Lehmann 
emories. A prebreakfast job was run- 
ng over to ring the seminary bells. 


Sunday Sermon Quizzer 


Unforgettable, too, were the Sun- 
y sermon quizzes. “Theodore and 
aad to tell him on which text the pas- 
r preached — at that time it was Pas- 
r Stoeckhardt — then what the pastor 
eached about and what the sermon 
tts were. He was very strict about 
S. 

Walther’s funeral was “exception- 
y large.” Pastor Lehmann recalled, 
d the church was as full as it possibly 
uld be. He was able to go to the 
metery only by begging a coachman 
let him ride on the top seat with him. 

After his great-uncle’s death young 
hmann continued his studies at the 
tt Wayne college and in 1896 grad- 
ted from the St. Louis seminary. 

During his 38-year ministry he did 
yneer work in Texas and served par- 
es in Wisconsin, Indiana, and Illinois. 
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A Hindu Doctor 


Several months ago | heard about a 
high-caste Hindu doctor from our area 
who became a Christian and is now work- 
ing in the famous Christian Medical Col- 
lege Hospital at Vellore, South India. 

He first became acquainted with 
some of the Christian teachings when he 
was a boy in high school and junior col- 
lege in Calicut, Malabar. Even at that time 
Christianity had a vague attraction for 
him. But then he went on to medical col- 
lege in Madras and came under other in- 
fluences. 

As a result he lost whatever interest 
he had in Christianity and became com- 
pletely disillusioned with Hinduism. In his 
own words he was more or less an atheist 
with leanings to Communism. 

After medical school he took up 
private practice for a time near his home. 
Later he received the opportunity to go to 
Britain for advanced medical studies in the 
field of neurology. 

His first assignment in Britain took 
him to Scotland. The simple piety of the 
Scottish people impressed him very much; 
he had gone to Britain expecting to find a 
materialistic, worldly, arrogant outlook. 
A new appreciation for the effectiveness of 
the Gospel came into his mind. 

A little later he was transferred to 
Bristol, England. On one occasion he was 
invited to a cocktail party which had gone 
beyond the levels of sobriety. Adhering 
to his strict Hindu background, even though 
he had given up its teachings, he took only 
orange juice. 

A woman who happened to be the 
nursing registrar at the hospital where he 
was working had been invited to the same 
party, and she also was drinking only 
orange juice. This led to @ conversation 
between the two, which ended with the 
woman identifying herself as an active 
Christian, believing in a living Lord. 


Finds His Savior 


Suddenly the scales dropped from the 
doctor's eyes, and he saw Christ and the 
Gospel as the answer to his longings for 
a religion which made sense in the modern 
world. Six months later he became a 
professed Christian. 

When his relatives in India heard 
about his change of faith, they immediately 
sent two men by plane to bring him back 
to India, one of them being his uncle. 
The uncle was of a fiery nature and 
threatened to blow the doctor’s brains out. 
The conversion was a great blow to the 
family and to the caste—one of the 
higher levels of Brahmins. 

When they reached India, they took 
the doctor to a psychiatrist and forced 
him to submit to electric shock treat- 
ments to ‘‘bring him back to his senses.”’ 
The psychiatrist was of the same caste as 
the doctor and his family. 

But in a few days the psychiatrist re- 
alized that the patient was sane and re- 
fused to administer any more shock treat- 
ments. Instead, the two became fast 
friends, and the psychiatrist himself was 
almost persuaded to believe. 

He stayed with the psychiatrist for a 
time, when the offer came for him to work 
at Vellore. Since the doctor’s family had 
disowned him, the psychiatrist loaned him 
200 rupees to get settled at Vellore. 

Later the uncle who had threatened 
to kill the doctor became very ill of rheu- 
matic arthritis and repented of his harsh 
words. The doctor and a missionary friend 
visited the uncle in his illness, prayed with 
him, and left him a Bible. 

As the doctor told me his story in 
gentle sincerity, | could understand why 
several nurses had told me about the in- 
spiring devotions which he occasionally 
led in the hospital chapel. —H. J. Otten 
in the Cross and the Caduceus, publication 
of the Medical Mission Council. 


SECOND CALL: “DESPERATELY NEEDED” 


Though the Medical Mission Council 
has made several replacements since 
issuing its plea for medical-evangelistic 
workers in the Sept. 5 issue of the 
Witness, doctors and nurses are ‘des- 


perately needed,”’ according to Dr. W. 
F. Bulle, executive secretary. 

“We must have at least one doctor 
and four nurses in New Guinea, at least 


in Ni- 


one doctor and three nurses 
geria,’’ he says. 
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“Our call for workers at this time is 
not related to any new work,’’ Dr. 
Bulle emphasizes, “‘but we need these 
doctors and nurses to maintain our 
present commitments in New Guinea 
and Nigeria.” 

Men and women who can qualify for 
this special ministry in the Lord’s service 
are urged to write immediately to the 
Medical Mission Council, 210 N. Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


te 


L. to r.: Friedrich Burmeister, Pforzheim, Germany, 
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Pastors of six fational backgrounds at the 1961 European Missions Conference 


Independent Ev. Luth. Church of Germany; 


i , Paris, Ey. Luth. Church — Synod of France and Belgium; Frederick Alt, Birming- 
Pee erncnd, Poitsh Luth. Church in England; Rupert Efraimson, Lahti, Finland, Ev. Luth. Free 


Church of Finland; Paul Michael, Copenhagen, Denmark, Ev. 


Luth. Free Church of Denmark; 


, London, Ev. Luth. Church of England; C. J. Hobus, Brussels, Belgium, Ev. Luth. 
OSCE abe eae aa Church — Synod of France and Belgium 


Paris 


European Churches Look 
At Selves, Approach 
To ‘‘Paganized Masses’’ 


Determination to “look at our- 
selves” and to map new aproaches for 
a strong united witness to the “pa- 
ganized masses of Europe” in early 
September brought to Chatenay-Mala- 
bry, France, Lutheran pastors of six na- 
tional backgrounds. 

Meeting for their second European 
Missions Conference, the 22 pastors 
and three theological candidates rep- 
resented congregations in England, 
France, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, 
and Germany. All were from groups or 
free churches in fellowship with the 
Missouri Synod and supported through 
its Board for European Affairs. 

Members of the conference “con- 
fronted their experiences, the handicaps 
as well as the opportunities met by the 
old and ever powerful Gospel of Christ 
crucified as it is preached by the true 
Lutheran churches,” reports Rev. Fre- 
deric Kreiss, Bas-Rhin, France. 

Pastor Kreiss heads the Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church — Synod of 
France and Belgium, which combines 
the former Evangelical Lutheran Free 
Church of France and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Free Church of Belgium. 

After the conference the French- 
Belgian Synod also met in Chatenay- 
Malabry, a new “mission establish- 
ment” in the rapidly growing Parisian 
suburb. The congregation has a three- 
grade parochial school and houses the 
“Theological Study Center” for future 
pastors of the French church. 

Lay delegates from 12 congrega- 
tions joined their pastors at the gen- 
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eral synodical convention of the church 
body and adopted a new constitution. 

Also adopted was a “master plan” 
which foresees in 25 years a church at- 
taining its financial independence “so 
that the generous help extended by our 
Lutheran sister church, help which is 
still needed for the coming years of 
ardent and courageous labor of build- 
ing up our church in France and Bel- 
gium, will no longer be needed but will 
become available for other mission 
fields.” 


Lay Training 


Students Thankful for 
Opening and Staffing 
Of Training Institute 


Sixteen men and six women make 
up the first student body of the Lu- 
theran Lay Training Institute, which 
opened in September to prepare lay 
members for church vocations. 

The institute is housed in Synod- 
owned property adjacent to Concordia 
College, Milwaukee, which is providing 
administration and faculty for the 
school. Several calls have been issued 
for a director and a dean. 

LLTI students are grateful that the 
opening of the school was not delayed. 
In a recent letter to President Walter 
W. Stuenkel, signed by all the students, 
they expressed their gratitude for the 
opening of the institute and “this extra- 
ordinary opportunity to prepare for full- 
time work in the church.” 

“We realize that we have been ac- 
cepted in a remarkable Christian spirit,” 
the letter continues. “Please convey our 
gratitude to God’s chosen men, our in- 
structors, for their willingness to assume 
this added obligation.” 
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Noting that Rev. Wilbur C. Koe 
ter, acting director of the institute, ha 
accepted responsibility for a positio; 
which others have declined, the student 
acknowledge this development as “ 
leading of the Lord, ‘who doeth a) 
things well.’” | 

Director Koester, the letter states 
“certainly has not neglected us, and fo 
this we are thankful. He has a specia 
place in our hearts. 

“Be assured of our prayers for you 
our instructors, our director, and eg 
pecially God’s work here at Concordia. 


15th Anniversary 


City’s Oldest Lutheran 
Church Survives Change 


Chicago’s oldest Lutheran church 
the birthplace of the Missouri Synod i: 
1847, last month celebrated its 115t 
anniversary with services of thanks 
giving. 

High on the list of blessings fo 
which First St. Paul’s Church gav 
thanks was a “success” factor high 
lighted by the Chicago Tribune: th 
parish continues to serve in a “grave 
yard of churches.” 

. Remote beginnings of First Sain 
Paul’s go back to 1843, but the con 
gregation regards 1846 as the yea 
marking the genesis of its corporate an 
confessional existence, according t 
Pastor James G. Manz. 

Dr. Manz, WITNESS contribute 
and author of the recent series on th 
separation of church and state, note 
that the church has survived “momer 
tous difficulties and changes — the Ch 
cago fire of 1871, the flight away fror 
the city which began about 1920, an 
the tremendous social changes in th 
1940s and 1950s.” 

The congregation is now a thot 
oughly integrated parish. Members at 
drawn from the Gold Coast to the ea: 
and from Negro and mixed races to th 
west. 

A “few old families, some ¢ 
whom have been with the church fc 
over 100 years, are still in the parish. 
says First St. Paul’s pastor. “Student 
transients, and travelers also atten 
services every Sunday.” 

In more than a century the cot 
gregation has had only six pastor: 
August Selle, 1846—51; Henry Wu 
der, 1851—1913; John Baumgaertne 
1896—1918; Henry Kowert, 1917—4. 
Louis Grother, 1937—49; and D 
Manz. 
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eo CHURCH-HOPPING — Commenting on a study of 15,000 con- 
egations which turned up churches with as many as 93 percent of their 
embers coming from different denominations, George H. Gallup says: 
uch church-hopping indicates that many churchmen are less committed 
denominational doctrines than to choosing churches on social merits.” 


@ PILGRIMS — Last summer 1,186,000 Moslems traveled to Hejaz 
id climbed Mount Arafat to sacrifice camels and sheep and to drink holy 
ater from the Zam-Zam well. This year 194 pilgrims lost their lives be- 
Use of the heat. In 1959 the heat claimed 454 lives. Moslems must make 
é pilgrimage to Mecca at least once during their lifetime. 


@ DISCOVERY — Only five of hundreds of congratulatory mes- 
sages were read at Oct. 8 services in St. Matthew’s Church, New York 
City, marking Dr. Oswald Hoffmann’s 25th anniversary of ordination. 
The fifth, almost overlooked, discovered just in time, was a wire 
from President John F. Kennedy “with all good wishes for many 
more years of religious service.” 


® ANTI-SEMITISM — Since Khrushchev came to power, one mil- 
on Jews have disappeared, leaving ony 2.86 million in the entire Soviet 
ate, according to a U. S. State Department report on anti-Semitism in the 
viet Union. Khrushchev appears to regard Jews as a potential danger to 
le security of his empire, it is noted. 


® COMPACTS — Instead of holding one mass convention, the Church 
God this year has scheduled six regional meetings to be attended by top- 
vel leaders and missionaries. Reasons: mass meetings unwieldy, costly 
r faraway delegates, minimize personal contact, bring “same faces,” clog 
tels. The first regional “compact convention” in Akron, Ohio, was 
rmed a success. Some 3,000 delegates will come to the six compacts; 
200 attended the church’s last meeting. 


@® REGRETS — A study of teen-age marriages by Lee G. Bur- 
‘chinal of Iowa State University shows only 33 percent of the couples 
under study were able to maintain their own homes. Some 55 percent 
of the girls regretted their marriage within six months. The divorce 
rate for teen-age couples is four times higher than that for couples 
in their twenties. 


@ RECONSIDER — St. Peter’s Lutheran (Wisconsin Synod) Church, 
urgeon Bay, Wis., a 1,200-member parish, has voted to ignore its synod’s 
solution to break with the Missouri Synod, according to an AP release 
the Wisconsin State Journal. The church urges the Wisconsin Synod to 
consider its position and to remain in the Synodical Conference to help 
eserve conservative Lutheranism. 


@ GOODSELL — Samuel Goodsell, Bristol, Conn., junk dealer, nets 
‘5,000 a year. When real estate developers offered $100,000 for his 
oice site between a bank and a school, he said no. But when he learned 
at his Bristol Baptist Church was to be razed for a highway and needed 
nd, he sold his property to the trustees for $1.00. 


@ RESPECTED — When 800 Menard State Prison inmates 
viewed the remains of Chaplain Henry F. Gerecke, it marked the 
first time in Illinois and perhaps in the nation that such arrangements 
were made for prisoners. “There were tears” as convicts filed past the 
casket, said Warden Ross Randolph. The prisoners considered the 
chaplain their friend. “They respected him,” Randolph added. “He 
never lost his temper with them, but they knew they couldn’t fool 
him.” 
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Youthful Luther 


Florida Sculptor 
Portrays Luther 
In His Thirties 


Members of the Lutheran Church 
of the Redeemer, Melbourne, Fla., 
noted “with a great deal of pride” an 
illustration used for the “Walther and 
Luther” article in the Oct. 3 WITNEss, 
according to Pastor John P. Ellwanger. 

Though the credit line was missing, 
they recognized the Luther sculpture 
depicted as the work of fellow member 
Ernest Uellenberg. A bronze reproduc- 
tion of this sculpture hangs near the 
front entrance of their church. 

The life-sized plaque, cast in 
bronze from his original work, is the 
artist’s attempt to portray Luther in his 
early thirties, his age at the beginning of 
the Reformation in 1517. 


Uellenberg’s sculpture of Luther 


Most paintings and sculptures of 
the Reformer, Pastor Ellwanger notes, 
portray Luther in his later years. 

A native of Wuppertal, Germany, 
where he lived until 1929, Mr. Uellen- 
berg worked for the Hollywood-New 
York Theater Corporation and the New 
York Metropolitan Museum of Art be- 
fore retiring and moving to Florida. 

Pastor Ellwanger says that both 
Mr. and Mrs. Uellenberg are “faithful 
members of our congregation, never 
missing a Sunday.” 

Mr. Uellenberg’s current project 
is the sculpture work of the Founders’ 
Fountain, which will be a focal point 
of the multimillion-dollar Senior Citi- 
zens Village planned by the Lutheran 
Federation of East Ridge in Miami. 
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The State of the Church in Evangelism 


Report to the Church by Rev. Theo. Raedeke, 
Synod’s Associate Secretary of Evangelism 


Without question the doctrinal 
state of the church should be of primary 
concern to us. If we falter in our stand 
on the Holy Scriptures as the Word 
of God, we shall soon Jose our reason 
for existing, our message, and our 
guarantee of the blessing of God. 

But there is another state of the 
church which should be of equal con- 
cern to us: What are we doing with the 
Gospel besides preaching and teaching 
jt on Sunday mornings? Are we grow- 
ing in eagerness and readiness to share 
the Gospel with the unchurched? 

That our congregations are be- 
coming more and more concerned 
about the state of the church in evan- 
gelism is evident from increased re- 
quests for directed programs to stimu- 
late interest in evangelism and to train 
members in witnessing. Under the 
direction of the Evangelism Depart- 
ment nearly 600 congregations are par- 
ticipating in programs of evangelism. 

Included in the department’s fall 
schedule are seven area and two Dis- 
trictwide Lutheran Open House Weeks, 
two Districtwide Spiritual Life Mis- 
sions, a Youth for the Kingdom Cru- 
sade, and two Children for Christ 
Missions. 

During the 1962 Epiphany and 
pre-Lenten season another 500 congre- 
gations will take part in similar mis- 
sions. 

Worth the Effort 


Are these missions worth the 
effort? During a recent Districtwide 
Lutheran Open House Week in Mon- 
tana 2,864 lay visitors completed 2,602 
calls and contacted 5,869 people. Re- 
sults tabulated: 566 promised to come 
to the pastor’s class, 196 requested 
membership transfers, 83 were received 
by reaffirmation of faith, 735 children 
were gained for Sunday school, and 
_ 374 children for Baptism. 

In a recent Children for Christ 
Mission in Denver, Colo., six congrega- 
tions reporting to date gained 194 chil- 
dren for Sunday school. 

From Canada comes another il- 
lustration of God’s blessing on our 
evangelism efforts. The United Lu- 
theran Church in the Dominion te- 
ported a membership gain of 3.5 per- 
cent for 1960, the Missouri Synod a 
gain of 3.9 percent. But the Manitoba 
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and Saskatchewan District, where a 
Districtwide PTR was held, had a gain 
of 6.9 percent. 

The Holy Spirit is at work wher- 
ever people go out to share the Gospel. 
At a recent PTR in Holy Trinity Lu- 
theran Church, Caracas, Venezuela, 
12 lay visitors brought in 24 people for 
the pastor’s class and 27 children for 
Sunday school. The total gain exceeded 
the number of communicant members 
in the congregation — 45. 


Steady Increase 


We can rejoice that the Spirit of 
God is moving more and more of our 
members to take part in the church’s 
mission. Most Lutheran church bodies 
in America in the last five years have 
gained fewer new members percentage- 
wise from year to year. The Missouri 
Synod is the one exception. God has 
granted us a steady increase. 

Perhaps what is happening in our 
church is best illustrated by a letter 
from Rey. Fred A. Elze of Sutherland, 
Iowa, guest missioner at a recent PTR 
in Crown Point, Ind. He writes: “The 
spirit of witnessing and working for 
the Lord caught hold in that congre- 
gation. Every night about 30 people 
made calls. Many told me what this has 
meant to them and how it will affect 
their future witnessing. 

“On the closing night some of 
them stopped for a departing word 
with tears in their eyes. One cannot 
leave such a place without many 
prayers of thanks.” 

Last year the world’s population 
increased by 45 million people. The 
number of Christians, however, in- 
creased by only five million. Forty 
more million were added to the world’s 
unevangelized hundreds of millions. 

This is the state of the church in 
its relation to the world. The number 
of Christians is growing, but propor- 
tionately it is growing smaller. 

We thank God that church leaders, 
pastors, and an ever-increasing num- 
ber of laymen are beginning to stir 
restlessly as they recognize this state 
of the church. They know that to keep 
the Gospel, even to keep it pure, is vital 
to their mission in life. To share it 
everywhere, personally and collectively, 
is equally vital. 
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Executive Resigns; 
To Continue Serving 
Pension Board 


When he reaches his 70th ee 
in March 1962, Rev. Edwin A. Somme} 
will no longer sign correspondence a. 
chief executive officer of Synod’s Boara 
of Support and Pensions, a position | 
ek held since 1947. 


On 70th Birthday ” 
: 


At the reques 
of the Board 
which “reluctantly 
accepted” his resi 
ignation Sept. 30 
Pastor Somme: 
will continue ta 
serve the Board in 
a mutually agree 
able capacity. Th 
Board made its re 
quest because 0 
Pastor Sommer’ 
extensive back 
ground of experience and ability is 
church pension matters. 

During his tenure Synod’s pensiot 
program saw noteworthy developments 
Personal enrollment increased fron 
5,700 to 10,400, congregational enroll 
ment from 3,400 to 5,500. 

The number of beneficiaries ros 
from 1,130 to 1,850, their annual bene 
fits from $430,000 to $1,650,000. 

Total assets climbed fron 
$5,500,000 to more than $44,000,000 

Widow pension and disability pen 
sion were initiated, and the minimun 
retirement pension was raised fron 
$30 to $100. 

As the Board’s executive office 
Pastor Sommer succeeded Rev. F. C 
Kuehnert, whose service dated fron 
1917 and included organization of th 
Pension Fund in 1937. 

To his position Pastor Sommet 
a 1915 Springfield seminary graduate 
brought more than three decades 0 
experience in the parish ministry an 
District offices. He held pastorates i 
Danvers, Washburn, and Beardstowr 
all congregations of the Central Illinoi 
District. 

In the District he was Circu 
Counselor, member of the Board c 
Parish Education, and chairman of th 
Mission Board. He took the initiatiy 
in organizing the Central Illinois Di: 
trict of the Lutheran Women’s Missior 
ary League and helped establish th 
Central Illinois District of the Walthe 
League. 


E. A. Sommer 
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CC Mission Division 


Voting Membership 
“No Longer Possible” 
Says Synod’s Board 


Synod’s Board for Missions in 
orth and South America has informed 
i¢ Division of Home Missions of the 
ational Council of the Churches of 
hrist that its voting membership in 
at division is no longer possible. This 
stion of the Mission Board at an early 
ctober meeting was taken “strictly as 

contribution to the preservation of 
armony” within the Missouri Synod. 

The resolution of the Board cites 
¢ following as the principal factor con- 
ibuting to the decision: “repeated and 
arming misunderstanding, misinter- 
retation, and attack both outside and 
iside Synod.” The Board’s decision 
‘as motivated by concern over the dis- 
iptive influence of these attacks. 

The Board’s resolution asserts that 

has not participated “in decisions, 
ractices, or procedures contrary to our 
ynod’s principles” and that its mem- 
ership has not been in violation of 
tablished policy regarding the acquisi- 
on and use of resources and services. 
is further stated that the action was 
not occasioned by attacks made upon 
ie National Council of the Churches 


of Christ” but solely by internal con- 
siderations. 

The Mission Board is now study- 
ing new procedures by which it may 
continue to employ “to the extent prin- 
ciples will permit” the valuable infor- 
mation, contacts, and services provided 
through the NCC Division of Home 
Missions. 

In acknowledging the decision of 
the Board for Missions in North and 
South America the NCC Division ex- 
pressed regret “that misunderstandings 
have arisen” as a result of the voting 
membership and indicated a willingness 
and desire for “continuing relationships 
at informal levels.” 


Deaths 


John L. Banser, Jan. 25, 1891, Wood- 
worth, Ill., to Aug. 11, 1961, Shawano, 
Wis.; son of John and Emilie Balk Banser; 
graduated Addison teachers college, 1911; 
schools: Sedalia, Mo.; Luverne, Iowa; 
Bonduel, Wis., 1912—-51, when he re- 
signed. Survivors: sons Herbert, Norman. 
Funeral: Aug. 14, Bonduel. 


Erwin H. Heidorn, March 23, 1907, 
Chicago, Ill., to July 31, 1961, Wood- 
worth, Ill.; son of Henry and Frieda Gries- 
hammer Heidorn; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1931; parishes: Olpe, Hoxie, 
Kans.; Bensenville, Ill.; Milford, Ill., 1960 
to 1961. Survivors: Helene Krantz Hei- 
dorn; sons Carl, Daniel; daughter Dorothy 
Kanzler. Funeral: Aug. 3, Woodworth 
and Bensenville; interment, Bensenville. 


Paul Lehmann, Noy. 5, 1871, New 
Wells, Mo., to Oct. 3, 1961, Odin, IIL; 
son of Rev. Edward and Lydia Neumuel- 
ler Lehmann; graduated St. Louis semi- 
nary, 1896; missionary at large, Fort 
Worth, Tex.; pastor, Amherst, Wis.; Pur- 
cell, Ind.; Cowling-Hoffman, Ill., 1907 to 
1931, when he resigned. Survivors: Clara 
Pohlmann Lehmann; sons Walter, Enno; 
daughters Edna Kleinschmidt, Clara Skoy, 


Thekla Schumacher. Funeral: Oct. 6, 
Hoyleton, Ill. 
Herman Meyer, Nov. 3, 1875, Eagle 


Lake, JIl., to Sept. 2, 1961, Melrose Park, 
Ill.; son of Dietrich and Anna Salmon 
Meyer; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1898; parishes: Columbia, Ruma, Willow 
Springs, Bellwood, Ill., 1913—-25, when 
he resigned. Survivors: Amanda Scheer 
Meyer; sons Paul, Alvin; daughters Vera 
Schroeter, Esther Rauscher, Ruth Lange, 
Eleanor Meier. Funeral: Sept. 5, Bell- 
wood; interment, Elmhurst, II. 


Edward C. Schmidt, Dec. 2, 1903, Plym- 
outh, Nebr., to Aug. 11, 1961, Vancouver, 
Wash.; son of David and Anna Koentje 
Schmidt; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1931; parishes: Ogden, Utah; Burlington, 
Colo.; Oberlin, Pittsburg, Kans.; Lexing- 
ton, Nebr.; Vancouver, 1957—61. Survi- 
vors: Ruth Timken Schmidt; sons Richard, 
Robert; daughter Margaret. Funeral: 
Aug. 15, Vancouver; interment, Beatrice, 
Nebr. 


John W. Westerman, March 23, 1897, 
Baltimore, Md., to July 27, 1961, Ocean 
City, Md.; son of John and Anna Kowslid 
Westerman; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1921; pastor, Hickory, N. C.; Bronx, N. Y.; 
chaplain, U.S. Army, 1932—45, when he 
retired. Survivors: Emma Krebs Wester- 
man; son John. Funeral: Aug. 1, Balti- 
more; interment, Arlington National Cem- 
etery. 


Answers to “Testing Your Religious Vocabulary” 


1. Announcer (C) — In ancient and medieval times a herald 
as one appointed by king or nobility to make solemn an- 
ouncements or deliver official messages. John the Baptist, ‘‘the 
sice crying, Prepare ye the way of the Lord,”’ is often called 
ie herald of Christ. The ‘‘herald angels’ of Charles Wesley’s 
ymed Christmas hymn delivered God’s official birth announce- 
ent of His Son to the world. 


e2. Coming (B)— When capitalized, Advent refers to 
hrist’s two comings — His coming in the flesh as Savior and 
is second coming in glory as Judge. The period including the 
yur Sundays before Christmas, called the Advent Season, is 
idely observed in Christendom to commemorate the 4,000 
sars the world waited for Christ’s coming and to provide 
ritual preparation for Christmas. Some church bodies in- 
ude the word Adventist in their denominational names because 
eir teachings place particular emphasis on a millennial second 
yming of Christ, 


3. “Save, we pray!” (B) — Hosanna, taken almost directly 
om the Hebrew (Psalm 118:25), has become part of the 
urch's ‘‘praise language,’’ particularly since this word was 
mortalized in the cries of welcome at Jesus’ last entry into 
rusalem, as recorded in Matthew 21. The church repeats this 
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welcome hymn as part of the Sanctus (Lutheran Hymnal, page 26) 
in each Communion service as she joyfully prepares to receive 
the Christ who comes to the communicant in earthly forms of 
bread and wine. 


4. Put to death (A) — St. Paul uses such “‘killer verbs”’ 
as mortify (Romans 8:13; Colossians 3:5) and crucify (Romans 
6:6; Galatians 5:24) to accentuate the painful process of self- 
extermination which is a necessary and daily part of the Chris- 
tian’s life of sanctification: destroying the carnal affections, 
fleshly appetites, and worldly desires which war against the soul. 


5. Conference (B) — Colloquy (Latin: speak together) is a 
somewhat formal discussion arranged for a specific, previously 
announced purpose. Men who have not graduated from Synod’s 
terminal schools and who desire to enter its preaching or teach- 
ing ministry are required to pass a colloquy arranged to test 
their knowledge, ability, and intention before they are declared 
eligible for office. 


6. Announcement (B)—The Annunciation is the an- 
houncement made to the Virgin Mary by the angel Gabriel that 
she would give birth to the Savior (Luke 1:26-38). The church 
commemorates the Annunciation on March 25. 
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Notices 


Official Notices 


Rev. E. T. Lange, Ute, Iowa, has been ap- 
pointed Counselor of the Mapleton Circuit to 
succeed Rev. M. H. Leedahl; Rev. George A. 
Krengel, Atlantic, Iowa, Counselor of the 
Atlantic Circuit to succeed Rev. M,. H. Brandt. 
—G. W. Losecx, President, Iowa District West. 


Rev. Luther A. Koehler, Portage la Prairie, 
Man., has been appointed Counselor of the 
Winnipeg Circuit, replacing Rev. Thomas 
Pfotenhauer. — L. W. KoEHLER, President, 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan District. 


Rev. A. T. Kretzmann, pastor of Trinity 
Lutheran Congregation, Crete, Ill, on Oct. 
13 “officially suspended fellowship with The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod as a cor- 
porate body.’”’ In an official explanatory doc- 
ument he states: “ZI must sever fellowship 
with The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 
as a corporate body because I hold that it has 
become a false or heterodox church.” From 
this it follows that Rev. A. T. Kretzmann is 
not eligible to serve member congregations of 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, be- 
cause it is implicit in the whole raison d’étre 
(reason for existence) of the Synod that its 
congregations are to be served only by pastors 
who are in doctrinal agreement with the 
Synod and certainly not by pastors who re- 
gard the Synod as heterodox.— The Praesi- 
diwm of the Northern Illinois District: THEo- 
porE NicKEL, D. D., President; Cart ABEL, First 
Vice-President; ERwin Paut, Second Vice- 
President. 


Rev. Richard Brewer, Portland, Oreg., has 
been appointed Counselor of Circuit 5 to re- 
place Rev. Fred Behrmann, Jr.— Cart BEN- 
SENE, President, Northwest District. 


Clifford Riis, Greenville, S.C., and Jack 
Lusz, Havelock, N.C., formerly pastors of the 
Southeastern District, have resigned from the 
ministry of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod and are no longer members of Synod. 
— LestIz FrerKiNG, President, Southeastern 
District. 


Rev. Harold G. Woodworth, New Orleans, 
La., has been appointed Counselor of Cir- 
cuit 1, replacing Rev. Albert W. Lehenbauer. 
—Epcar HomricgHAusEN, President, Southern 
District. 


Call for Nominations 
Concordia Lutheran College 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 


The Board of Control of Concordia Lu- 
theran College, Ann Arbor, Mich., with the 
consent of the Board for Higher Education, 
requests nominations for associate professor- 
ships in the areas of: 

. Religion 

. Education and psychology 
. English and humanities 

. Music and art 

. Classics 

. Science and mathematics 
. Social science and history 


Attention is called to paragraph 6.111 of the 
synodical Handbook, which reads in part: 
“Candidates for teaching and administrative 
positions as associate professors and profes- 
sors on Synod’s instructional staf@s shall be 
graduates of a synodical theological seminary 
or teachers college or have achieved the 
status of Lutheran pastor or teacher by col- 
loquy or have acquired similar status in a 
church body in fellowship with Synod. Can- 
didates shall ordinarily have several years’ 
experience in the active parish ministry or 
parish school work... .” 

Educational standards indicate also that the 
Master’s degree is a minimum academic re- 
quirement. Additional graduate work is 
highly desirable. 

It is expected that calls will be extended 
first to men who will be appointed to admin- 
istrative positions. Other calls will be ex- 
tended later to men who will be assigned 
primarily to teaching duties. Instructors and 
assistant professors will be appointed in the 
manner described in paragraph 6.51 of the 
synodical Handbook. 

Concordia Lutheran College, Ann Arbor, 
Mich., will open September 1963, God willing. 
It will operate as a coeducational junior col- 
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lege, offering the first two years of collegiate 
work to ministerial, teacher training, and 
deaconess students. 

Nominations should be sent to the under- 
signed within 60 days of publication of this 
notice. — PAuL A. ZIMMERMAN, President, 901 
Robin Road, Ann Arbor, Mich. 


Call for Nominations 
Executive Secretary 
Board of Support 
and Pensions 


The San Francisco convention of Synod re- 
solved to follow the recommendation of the 
Survey Commission to change the synodical 
organizational structure for more efficient and 
effective service to the church. “Hereafter, in 
the interest of desirable and uniform practice, 
all executive secretaries and all other salaried 
personnel attached to any and all agencies of 
Synod, as well as all general administrative 
personnel of Synod not subject to election, 
(shall) be placed in their positions only by 
appointment.’ Only in the case of executive 
secretaries who head the various agencies, 
committees, or boards of Synod shall the 
Nominations Committee ‘solicit names of 
qualified personnel from the congregations 
and Districts of Synod. The list of nominees 
shall be published in the official organs of 


Seek Hymns for First Performance 
at Cleveland Convention 


In an effort to stimulate Lutheran musicians 
to compose hymns and chorales in a worthy 
contemporary style, as did the musicians of the 
Reformation, the Cleveland Convention Arrange- 
ments Committee is asking interested musicians 
of The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod to 
submit original hymns, both texts and melo- 
dies, to a special subcomittee so that one may 
be chosen for first performance at the 1962 
synodical convention in Cleveland. 

The following rules will govern the selection 
of the hymn: 

Hymns will be received until the deadline, 
which is March 1, 1962, and persons may enter 
as many hymns as they wish. 

The setting or arrangement should be a 
straight four-part chorale for mixed choir 
(SATB) and should not be an anthem, extended 
chorale, or motet-type work. 

The text should pertain to the Trinity sea- 
son or the church year in general. 

While both text and melody are to be 
original, they need not be written by the 
same person. Two persons may collaborate, 
One writing the text, the other the melody. 

Since the hymn manuscripts will travel by 
mail to several judges, it is suggested that 
the hymns be written on 8211 manuscript 
Paper. 

All hymns will be returned to their owners, 
who will be responsible for copyright procure- 
ment if it is desired. 

Submission of a manuscript implies the au- 
thor’s permission to perform the hymn at the 
@leveland 1962 convention. 

Judging of the hymns will be done on the 
basis of the following principles: Worth of the 
text, as based on Scriptural teachings or the 
Christian life; suitability of music to text; use 
of musical materials; evidence of musical style 
worthy of the contemporary church; and sing- 
ability of the hymn by a congregation. 

Manuscripts should be sent to VERNON 
GUENTHER, 3406 Marmore Ave., Parma 34, 
Ohio, before March 1, 1962. A more complete 
listing of principles and requirements in regard 
to the manuscript entries may be had by writ- 
ing to Mr. Guenther. 
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Synod at least four weeks prior to the dat 
on which the appointment of the executiv 
secretary is to take place.” (Proceedings 
the 44th Regular Convention, San Francisco 
Calif., Section IX, Resolution 2b, p. 259) 

The Board of Support and Pensions has re- 
quested, through the President of Synod, thai 
an executive secretary for its board be ap- 
pointed. The executive secretary shall be re- 
sponsible for the following major duties: 

A. Prepare the agenda for sessions of the 
Executive Committee, the plenary Board, anc 
special meetings, including those of the ple- 
nary Board with District chairmen. 

B. Execute synodical policies and Boarc 
resolutions. 

C. Direct special studies requested by the 
Board. 

D. Promote and interpret the Pension Plar 
at Synod’s terminal schools, conventions, anc 
conferences, 

E. Urge workers and congregations to en- 
roll in the Pension Plan and to remain active 
participants. 

F. Prepare materials for District subcom- 
mittees and releases for the LUTHERAN WITNESS 
and other publications. 

G. Manage the office of the Board of Sup- 
port and Pensions. 

H. Keep abreast of developments in the 
field of church pension plans. 

I. Carry on a constant evaluation of the 
Pension Plan with a view toward improve- 
ment. 

J. Assist the Board in conducting the Pen- 
sion Plan according to the rules and regula- 
tions set forth in the synodical Handbook. 

K. Prepare budget projection for the Fisca) 
Conference. 


Personal Qualifications 


A. A humble servant of Jesus Christ. 

B. A Missouri Synod pastor or teacher whc 
is an active member of the Pension Plan, 

C. Good physical, mental, and emotiona 
health. 


D. Possess qualities and temperament tc 
make sound judgments. 


E. A persuasive speaker and a keen thinker 
F. Acquaintance with the basic provisions 


of the Pension Plan and aptitude to study the 
field more intensively. 


G. Ability to organize an office systemati- 
cally and to delegate authority. 


H. Capacity to direct research pertinent tc 
the Board of Support and Pensions. 


The Nominations Committee authorized by 
Synod herewith issues this call for candidates 


Each congregation may nominate candidates 
for this office. Names and qualifications. 0! 
candidates should be sent to the secretary of 
the Nominations Committee, Prof. Leonharé 
C. Wuerffel, No. 2 N. Seminary Terrace, Clay- 
ton 5, Mo., before Jan. 10, 1962. — Grorce W 
WittMeEr, Chairman, Nominations Committee 


Call for Nominations 
Concordia Senior College 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 


_ The Board of Control of Concordia Sen. 
ior College, Fort Wayne, Ind., with the ap: 
proval of the Board for Higher Education 
herewith issues an invitation to the congre. 
gations of Synod to nominate candidates fo: 
an associate professorship in the departmen 
of religion. 

In addition to successful teaching ex 
perience at the college level, professiona 
training and experience in educational ad 
ministration is desirable, since an appoint 
ment involving such duties in addition t 
teaching is contemplated. 

_Nominations should be sent to the under 
signed by Dec. 15.—C. E. Auticx, Secretary 
3225 Crescent Ave., Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Calls Accepted 


_The following have accepted calls to asso 

ciate professorships at Concordia Seminary 
St. Louis: Dr. David S. Schuller, departmen 
of practical theology; Dr. Robert D. Preus 
department of systematic theology. — FREDERI 
NiepNer, Secretary, Board of Control. 


__ The following have accepted calls to asso 
ciate professorships at Concordia Senior Col 
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ge, Fort Wayne, Ind.: Dr. Robert Schnabel, 
hilosophy; Dr. Paul Schroeder, history. — 
. E. Aurick, Secretary, Board of Control. 


Colloquies 


Joseph Hu, Cheyenne, Wyo., and Rev. Her- 
ert Schuler, Crystal, N. Dak., both former 
1embers of Lutheran bodies not in fellowship 
rith The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, 
ave successfully completed the colloquy 
rogram and are eligible for calls. — GrorcE 
ETO, Secretary, Committee on Colloquies. 


Notice 


The winter quarter of the current academic 
ear at Concordia Seminary, Springfield, IIl., 
rill begin on Nov. 27. Students desiring to 
nroll at that time are urged to write as soon 
S possible to Dr. Atten Navuss, 1301 Con- 
ordia Court, Springfield, Il. 


astors: Changes of Address 


een, James, 301 W. Hile, Muskegon, 

ich. 

Buuck, LeRoy E., 204 Cloverdale Ct., 
Donelson, Tenn. 

Christiansen, Herman, 415 Main St., Plain- 


field, Il. 
(em.), 410 E. Kruzan St., 


Destinon, J. Th. 
Brazil, Ind. 

Fleischer, Edward J., 1794 Whitwood Lane, 
Apt. 2, Campbell, Calif. 

Fritze, Herbert P., 3201 N.W. 61st Pl., 
Oklahoma City 12, Okla. 

Gehlhar, Gustav F., 2774 Kilburn Ave., 
Napa, Calif. 

Graumann, William, 6135 Olivewood Ave., 
Riverside, Calif. 

Griesse, Theo. R., 2410 Elmglen Dr., 
Austin 4, Tex. 

Hansel, Wilferd A., 7156 E. Wooster, Bowling 
Green, Ohio 

Heintzen, Erich H., 603 Sims St., Dickinson, 
N. Dak. 

Holzheimer, Walter R., 25 Bole Pl., Regina, 
Sask., Can. 

Joesting, Clement A., 520 S. Broadway, 
New Ulm, Minn. 

Kahle, Henry A. (em.), 4007 N. E. Thomp- 
son St., Portland 13, Oreg. 

-Kentel, Murvyn R., 2710 Harvey St., Regina, 
Sask., Can. 

Krentz, Eugene L., 532 Ann Dr., 
St. Joseph, Mich. 

Krey, Peter C., 629 Magnet St., Norfolk, 
Nebr. : 

Lange, George H., 4315 Brookfield, Hous- 
ton 45, Tex. 

Lasky, Dale G., R.6, Valparaiso, Ind. 

Lehr, Milton, 16162 Ellis Ave., South Hol- 
land, Il. 

Maschmeyer, Albert H., 520 S. Woodman 
Ave., Medicine Hat, Alta., Can. 

Melde, Robert H., 1609 Chaco, Grants, 
N. Mex. 

Meyer, Lothar K., 6637 Luther St., Niagara 
Malisn iNew. 

Molitoris, John, 229 Commissioners Rd., W., 

-~London, Ont., Can. 

Morthole, Donald, 3651 Connecticut, 
St. Louis 16, Mo. 

Rosin, Wilbert, 716 
Park, Il. 

Schneider, Chaplain (ist Lt.) Walter M., 

. 508 Inea, Security, Colo. 

Shibata, George, 218 Bruce, Syracuse 10, 
INES Y 


“Voege, Herman C., 313 N. Main St., Scott- 
ville, Mich. 

Walter, Norman E., 13 Woodland Dr., East, 
Groton, Conn. 

Welch, Howard G., Box 792, Foley, Ala. 

Witte, Ernest L. (em.), 915 Mill St., Hands- 
boro, Miss. 

Zimmerman, Earl J. (crm), 427 E. 36th St., 
Topeka, Kans. 


N. Kenilworth, Oak 


eachers: 


Grimm, Edward A., 6212 Landsdowne Dr., 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Haertling, Lloyd W., 402 West St., 
cordia, Mo. 

Holle, Verlin D., 4213 Vermont Ave., 
Baltimore 29, Md. } 

Kuhlman, Alvin J. (em.), 5572 E, Fairmount 
Ave., Tucson, Ariz. 

Tschatschula, Leroy M., 825 Morrow, 
Austin 5, Tex. 

Wengert, Dean D., Flaugh Rd., R. 5, 
Fort Wayne, Ind. ; 

Wiese, Erwin F., 18010 Rutherford, Detroit 
35, Mich. 


Con- 
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Letters 


Letters to this department must be signed. Names 
will be withheld upon request. The Opinions ex- 
pressed are not necessarily those of the Editors, 
who may reject, print in full, or omit portions. 


Exciting News 


_ We should take special note of the ex- 
citing news in the Oct. 3 WitTNEss telling 
of the Wabag Lutheran Church of New 
Guinea poised for action when God 
opened a mission door. This is historic. 
What a dramatic, inspiring experience for 
the mother church to see a mission church 
so quick to perceive and so quick to enter 
a door that God has opened! 

Has our Synod’s history ever revealed 
such a penetrating entrance into an open 
mission door? This news from New Guinea 
is thrilling, and I pray that we here at 
home will take note and be inspired to 
enter doors of opportunity in world mis- 
sions elsewhere when God opens them in 
the future. 

(Rev.) WALDO J. WERNING 

Lincoln, Nebr. 


“We Look the Other Way” 


I was delighted to see the article (Oct. 
3 WITNESS) on the inner-city problem. 

I realize it takes money to keep a con- 
gregation. But when members start mov- 
ing away, change membership to another 
church in the suburbs, or continue their 
membership in the “old” church and just 
come on some Sundays for worship, prob- 
lems begin. 

After all, we spend many dollars send- 
ing missionares to Mexico, Africa, New 
Guinea, where our men must first learn 
the language before they can begin the 
work. I was glad to read that one pastor 
said, “I’m thinking of taking a course in 
Spanish next fall.” That takes vision and 
courage. 

In too many of our churches the em- 
phasis on missions has been foreign mis- 
sions, and we forget the man or family 
across the street from us. They are not 
“our” kind of people; so we forget about 
them or look the other way — and send 
our money to another land. 

If Communism ever takes over the 
U.S. A. in days to come, part of the fault 
will lie with the Christian churches which 
show indifference to the needs of their 
neighbors. 

I feel our Districts should help the con- 
gregations which are reaching out into 
their neighborhoods, and some of our mis- 
sion funds can well be spent for that 
purpose. 

Continue articles, please, on the prob- 
lems and successes of our inner-city mis- 
sions so our people will be awakened to 
the problems and work to be done there. 
Maybe if they knew that their contribu- 
tions are going to help their own citizens, 
our annual average of $1.73 for missions 
would also rise. I do hope so, for when 
one sees the sums we Christians pay for 
cars, homes, clothes, recreation, etc., and 
how little we give for missions, I wonder 
what the Lord Jesus would say to us if He 
were to ask us today, “What have you 
done for Me?” 

With hope for the future. 

Michigan A LAYWOMAN 
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Nikita Reveals Fears 


I would like to share with you my views 
on a Nikita Khrushchev statement quoted 
in the Sept. 15, 1961, issue of Time. “As 
to paradise,’ Khrushchev said, “we de- 
cided to find out for ourselves. First we 
sent up our explorer, Yuri Gagarin. He 
circled the globe and found nothing in 
Outer space. ... So we decided to send 
another. ... Well, he took off, came back, 
and confirmed Gagarin’s conclusion. He 
reported there was nothing there.” 

Mr. Khrushchev cited their report as 
rational proof for his unbelief, but, on the 
contrary, it is proof of his ignorance. 
God’s creation has no empty holes. God’s 
presence fills time and space completely. 
As a result, where God is, there also is 
paradise. 

Men feel secure when they can say, 
“Oh, I see!” But when they see nothing, 
they become afraid and try to hide behind 
bold statements. They recognize that there 
is something present which is beyond their 
power of understanding. 

Mr. Khrushchev has, therefore, revealed 
his own fears. He looks at space and sees 
nothing. He is afraid to admit that para- 
dise exists in the invisible presence of 
Almighty God. 


Seward, Nebr. 


Laws Will Not Save Sunday 


After reading “The Fight for Sunday” 
(Oct. 17 WitNess) I say that we must 
take the responsibility for Sunday wor- 
ship upon ourselves. We cannot expect 
city councils or state legislatures to do it 
for us. In this country we do have great 
freedom to use or abuse Sunday as we 
wish. 

To us the commandment has _ been 
given: “Remember the Sabbath day, to 
keep it holy.” To us comes the caution: 
“, . not forsaking the assembling of our- 
selves together, as the manner of some is.” 

We must ourselves refrain from shop- 
ping on the Lord’s day. We must ourselves 
refrain from those amusements that cause 
others to be on duty to entertain or to 
serve us. 

In Southern California some _ barber- 
shops, close one day during the week so 
that they may remain open on Sundays. 
Real-estate offices and automobile lots 
find that Sunday is their greatest day. 
Supermarkets must pay their help double 
time, but they find they cannot close on 
Sunday and remain competitive with other 
supermarkets. Gasoline stations put part- 
timers to work on Sundays to handle the 
increased work load. 

The people involved in supplying all 
these services are not all Jewish, Seventh- 
day Adventists, or pagans! 

Where I lived several years ago, a group 
of service station men, a group of drug- 
gists, and a group of restaurant men would 
decide to stay open on alternating Sundays 
so the public would not be without essen- 
tial services. 

If America is- still the Christian nation 
that expects the blessings of God upon her 
efforts, there is enough power within the 
church to re-establish Sunday closing of 
nonessential businesses. And without petty, 
loopholed, lobbied, or selfish-interest laws. 

That’s what this Lutheran says. 

JOHN OWEN LEGREID 


LILLIAN TONN 


Simi, Calif. 
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The real Aid Association for Lutherans is everywhere. Wherever the 600,000 members who own and 
control AAL have their homes, their farms and businesses ... wherever the schools and churches 
they’support are located, there is AAL. True, the home office for AAL is located in Appleton. True, 
that’s where the member-elected management — and the 486 employees — work and live. But the real 
AAL is where its members are. 


The men and women who keep improving the special difference AAL members share - LOWER 
NET COST life insurance protection — are simply the chosen stewards of the AAL membership. By 
industry standards, these people rate high in experience and ability. By standards of Christian stew- 
ardship, they rate high in dedication to service. Synodical Conference Lutherans will find AAL rep- 
resentatives worth knowing — as fellow Lutherans and as life insurance counselors. Call on your local 
AAL representative for his interested help in your family financial planning. @))<\ 
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SERVING SYNODICAL CONFERENCE LUTHERANS EXCLUSIVELY 


AID ASSOCIATION FOR LUTHERANS e 
APPEETONT WISCONSIN 


Two get-acquainted booklets 
have been prepared for you. 
They come to you free, 
without obligation. 

Write LW-61B 


Name 

Address 

City or Post Office State =a q am Afb i a 
Member of Congregation | 
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